Progrds Medical, April 25, 1874.
The first, entitled Traitement des Affections du Prepuce par V Orlatomie, by Dr Handvojel, introduces a new hybrid term for the operation. Orlatorny is derived from the Hebrew orla: signifying prepuce. Dr Handvojel uses a special instrument, a pair of fenestrated forceps, armed with teeth to fix the mucous membrane, while a triangular blade glides along the slit in the forceps. It is applied perpendicularly to the direction of the penis, and amputates the prepuce by a mechanism analogous to that of the amygdalotome.
The second treatise, entitled De la Circoncision / description d\in nouveau procede optfratoire, by Aissa Hamdy. The author is an Egyptian, and has observed in his own country many accidents resulting from the ignorance and inexperience of the barbers who perform the operation. He has seen a case of death from haemorrhage, cases of wounding the glans, etc. M. A'issa Hamdy uses a pair of compressing forceps, which prevent the possibility of wounding the glans, and ensure the section of the skin and mucous membrane at the same level. The author mentions the following affections and vices of conformation, which are benefited by circumcision : phimosis congenital or acquired, adhesion to the glans, paraphimosis, balanitis. He cites a case of sterility depending on a phimosis, and ceasing after operation. He cites divers cases of affections of the genito-urinary organs, consecutive to phimosis, and cured by its removal. The most remarkable are the symptoms of vesical calculus induced by a very tight phimosis.
M. A'issa Hamdy strongly insists on the value of circumcision from a hygienic point of view, and states that the operation is a preservative against venereal diseases, onanism, certain affections of the genito-urinary organs, and, lastly, that it favours fecundity.
Apropos to the immunity of the circumcised from venereal diseases, the author quotes the opinion of Mr Hutchinson. This observer remarked, that in a part of London, much inhabited by Jews, syphilis was far rarer among them than among the other inhabitants of the same quarter.
